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Best W ishes for 2011 to all our Members and 

Supporters from the  Trustees and congratulations to Dennis 

for his heroic effort s in completing the Slipway by the 2 1st 

December. The weather conditions and the water level of the 

Lake posed problems which called for ingenuity and courage to 

overcome ð Dennis was there in his own inimitable way. One of 

the major problems was to ensure that the ice inside the top of 

the dam was broken up several times each day and to top up the 

water filled dam as it was necessary to stop the dam getting 

wider and losing both itõs height and integrity.   

 

For those who did not see the dam , there are below a few 

images of th e various stages of the construction of the slipway.  

The stages included the setting up of the dam and then taking it 

down and moving it back to Birmingham whilst British 

Waterways dithered é.. then bringing it back and starting over 

just as the first of the snows and frosts arrived  and the water 

level started rising again to an unacceptable level.  

Once the dam was in place, it was necessary to dig out some 600 

tons of earth to reach firm  ground and then fill up the hole with 

over 350 tonnes of limestone.  Then Dennis had the great idea to 

create a covered area using scaffold p oles, tarpaulins and a gas 

heater bought off Ebay  so that the concrete could be poured in 

the icy conditions ð and it all worked according to plan and the 

concrete went off.  We now have a superb wheelchair friendly 

slipway in place ready for the new Boat store. .  

 

Our thanks at  this stage particularly  to Ed  & Jackie  Dale of 

Dalecrete for provision of both concrete and transport, Lefarge 

for donating the  cement, Paul Higton  for the hire of machines 

at special rates, Frank Murray  of Buxton Estates  for the 

invaluable advice, materials and  loan of 2 men for several  days, 

Paul at Pro-Fab for fuel for the pump, Josh Taylor and Ben 

Jones from SCONSA for the dam and their numerous visits to 

advise. Special thanks to Gary Lowe who turned up on the night 

shift to check the site  security and assist Dennis with 

maintenance of the dam and the pump. Finally, Dennis who was 

at the site every day for 6 weeks and sometimes well into the 

night  to ensure that everything was in order. Let us not forget 

all of the volunteers who were required with brooms, shovels 

and ice-picks to clean up the site and Cynthia Priebe who on 

occasions had to scrape the mud off Dennis when he finally got 

home and she managed to do all the shopping for a month 

without any vehicle.  

 

And the final vote of thanks must go to our Buy -A-Brick 

Supporters who have raised £ 2750.00 up to the end of 2010 

and a further £1000 is already committed in the New Year. Our 

serious fund -raising start ed on the 1st  January 2011. Any ideas  

or offers ? 



 

 
1. Work Starts on Filling the Hole and setting out the 

Slipway 

 
2. The Dam in Place some 8ft in height  

 

 
3. And then the Weather turns on us  

 

 
4. A lovely scene but not for pouring concrete  

 

 



 

 
5. The dam and the shelter in place ready for the concrete 

to arrive  

 
6. Guess who ð inside the shelter with the final pour taking 

place 

 
7. Job done with the concrete cured and everything off 

site  

 
8. Just before the last machine left site  


